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N MEETINGS T 


IN-PERSON: Doors open at 6:30 p.m., meeting starts 7 p.m., at the Rockmosa Older Adult O 
Centre (Library building) at 121 Rockmosa Street (near corner Christie Street and Main Street), N 
North Wellington Road 27, Rockwood, On. NoB 2Ko. 


SAVE THE WEDNESDAY DATE 


NO MEETINGS January and February 


C 
July 5, 2023: IN-PERSON ONLY <a 


4 


Come Out To Meet An N 
Official RCM Coin Designer (Laurie McGaw)! 


’ NEXT MEETING \ 


Important Notice: Our meeting room and multi-media system are not conducive to an effective 
hybrid in-person and zoom meeting; therefore, all meetings commencing with our September 
7th, 2022, meeting, will be IN-PERSON only! We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause 
any remote members. 


Future meeting dates: July 5%, August 24, September 6, October 4th, November 1st, December 
6th; 2024— March 6+, April 3, May 1st, June 5th, July 3", etc. 


ArPragnneD 


<HH QAO 


Visit us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/swcoinsociety 


https://www.southwellingtoncoinsociety.ca/ 
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South Wellington Coin Society wesing Aberfoyle, Aikenwile, Alma, Aviu, Aneel, Awnstrong Will, Axthus, Badenoch, Ballnafad, Birge Will, 
2023 Annual Membership Dues: 


Guelph Saturday Coin Show 


ae 2023-September 234 VOLUNTEERS 
Junior (14 to age 18) $5 NEEDED, CONTACT MIKE 
Under 14 Free 


SWCS has NEVER increased annual dues! SWCS EXECUTIVE 


Term of Office: July 1, 2021—June 30, 2024 (3 yrs.) 


Board of Directors (elected) 
Chairman / Director: Scott E. Douglas, 


Directors: Peter Becker, Ernie Blair, David Carpenter, 


\ g y Garry George, Lowell Wierstra 
Ne: — Officers (elected) 
SS ‘ [President & VPs are key holders] 


President-Membership-Treasurer: Scott Douglas, 
sdouglas333@gmail.com, 519-853-3812 


ist Vice-President: Mike Hollingshead, FONA, 
cholling@uoguelph.ca, 519-823-2646 


2nd Vice-President: Ernie Blair, 
elholdings795@gmail.com, 
519-919-5421 (cell) / 905-878-3003 (land) 


Secretary: Judy Blackman, YCCC1985@gmail.com 
Other Non-Elected IMPORTANT Club Roles 
Newsletter / Flyer Distribution: Linda Dorey-Blair 
ALL Multi-Media Needs & Photographer: anybody 


ALL Draws and Membership Meeting Notes: 
Mike Hollingshead / Scott Douglas 


Show Bourse: Mike Hollingshead and Lowell Wierstra 


Social Media Presence / Technology: David Carpenter 
Social Media Show Advertising: Andrew Fedora 


Auction Chairperson: Lowell Wierstra 


Auctioneers: Mike Hollingshead and Scott Douglas 
Auction Runners: available executive and other members. 


Meeting Room Set-up and Clean-up: 
All members present 


a4 


a7 Q Newsletter Editor 
Sn 2022 0 
Membership-Treasurer Contact: E-mail: YCCC1985@gmail.com 


Scott Douglas, SWCS Membership-Treasurer 
273 Mill St. E., Acton, On. L7J 1J7, 
Ph: (519) 853-3812, 
E-mail: sdouglas333@gmail.com 
etransfer payments accepted 


Send pictures in jpg, files in doc, xls, 
pdf, wpd, or email body. Submissions 
due by 10th of the month. 


Ow 


Palmesttan, Pethestan, Pilkingtan, Puslineh, Puslineh Lake, Kiversion, Rockeut, Rockwood, Rathsay, Caligate, West Gavafeaxa, 
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UPCOMING 2023 EVENTS 


Check https://canadiancoinnews.com/events/ for any cancellations, changes in venue, and pandemic protocols to be adhered to. 


18-22-Jul (5 days): RCNA 2023 
Annual Convention “Canada’s 
Money Collector Show”, Westin 
Nova Scotian, 1181 Hollis St., 
= Halifax, NS B3H 2P6, with 
_ bourse, exhibits, workshop and 
s symposiums, YN booth and 
s— auction, receptions, award 
banquet, special interest 
groups meetings, multi-day 
auctions (TCNC), land and 
water tours, and most 
importantly, friendship, fun, 
and laughter. Contact Paul 
Johnson 647-401-4014, 
info@rcna.ca, 
http://www.RCNA/2023/. 
Pre-registrations available. 
General pubic admission $6 
per person. 


13-Aug: Paris Coin Shows, Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver St., 
Paris, ON N3L 1V4. Hours 9-4, admission $4 which includes 
ticket for gold coin draw, and plenty of free parking. Hot and 
cold food and drinks available on site. Contact Jared Stapleton 
647-403-7334 or pariscoinshow@gmail.com, website http:// 
www.pariscoinshow.ca. 


19-Aug: Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club Coin Show, Prime 
Time Club, east side of YMCA, 1724 Mosley St., Wasaga Beach, 
ON L9Z 1A4. Hours 11-4, admission $2 (under 16 free when 
accompanied by an adult) which includes ticket for silver coins 
and other prize draws. There is an RCNA Youth Booth too. Con- 
tact Bill Beattie 705-730-5550 or bill.beattie@sympactico.ca, 
website http://www.geobaycoinstampclub.com/. 


27-Aug: Woodstock Coin Club 34 Annual Coin Show, Reeves 
Community Complex—Goff Hall, 384 Finkle St., Woodstock, ON 
N4S 4S2. Hours 9:30-3, admission $2, lots of free parking, 
kids’ table. Contact Dave Smith 519-424-1198 or 
bsmith@trans-united.com. 


09-10-Sep (2 days): National Postage Stamp & Coin Show, Hil- 
ton Mississauga / Meadowvale, 6750 Mississauga Rd., Missis- 
sauga, ON L5N 2L3. Two-day Bourse (100+ tables) Sat. 10-5 
$6 admission and Sun. 10-4 $ admission, YN table and YN Auc- 
tion 1PM Sun., seminars, door prize draws, and special events. 
Also CAC Auction on Friday and Saturday evenings both at 
5:30PM. Contact Mike Walsh 905-646-7744 or 
mwalsh@trajan.ca, website http:// 
www.stampandcoinshow.com. 


17-Sep: London Numismatic Society’s Annual Coin Show, 
Ramada Inn, 817 Exeter Road, London, ON N6E 1W17. Hours 9- 
3, bourse and non-competitive displays. Admission $2 (kids 
under 16 free when accompanied by an adult). Contact Ron 
Confortin, phone 519-636-0862, or email rconfort- 
in39@gmail.com. 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23”, 2023 
OPEN 9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 


Hosted by the South Wellington Coin Society 


Colonel John McCrae Memorial Royal Canadian Legion—Branch 234 
57 Watson Parkway South, GUELPH, ON Nil 1€3 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


NO ANIMALS CAN ENTER THE PREMISES, EXCEPT: dogs REGISTERED as support dag. 


Note: there are other shows in Canada and USA, we 
have only listed the events, most likely to interest SWCS 
members from a geographic standpoint. Find more at | 


https://canadiancoinnews.com/events/ 


ONGOING ON-LINE EVENTS 


Ontario Numismatic Association’s Speakeasy: Every month on 
the first Monday (until July 4th, 2022) at 7PM (Eastern Stand- 
ard Time-Ontario time). 2022 Schedule: Apr 4, May 2"9, Jun 
6th, and Jul 4h), 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/9587 7431724? 
pwd=dWtDMmFVYIR1SjNTMzVtalZxTVpDQTO9 Meeting ID: 958 7743 
1724 Passcode: 382388 See phone numbers below. ZOOM -Dial by 
your location: 

Canada—204 272 7920, 438 809 7799, 587 328 1099, 647 374 
4685, 647 558 0588, and 778 907 2071. 

USA— 346 248 7799, 408 638 0968, 646 876 9923, 669 900 
6833, 253 215 8782, 301 715 8592, and 312 626 6799. 


are freejand the | 
onlisn, tihalfy bad) it 


nn 


Link: https://zoom.us/j/91590360858 
Meeting ID: 9159 036 0858 Passcode: 342812 
Dial-in Numbers: +1 647 374 4685 (Canada) 
or +1 301 715 8592 (US) 
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Holey Coinage, Batman! 


by David Carpenter, SWCS Director / Member [Images not to scale.] 


Foreign coins with a hole through the centre look The Doughnut Song 

odd to the average Canadian, since all of our coins 

are flat solid discs. At first there’s probably even a Well, | walked around the corner 
sense that they can’t be “real money” or that the and | walked around the block, 
coin has been mutilated and is now worthless. And | walked right in to a bakery shop. 
That sentiment might come from an old folk song 

called The Doughnut Shop, sung to the same tune I picked up a doughnut, 

as Turkey In the Straw. This has since become a and | wiped off the grease, 
popular camp song, and has been updated a num- and | handed the lady a 5-cent piece. 


ber of times to modernize it. 


Certainly in Canada, the Currency Act (R.S.C., 
1985, c. C-52) states: Defaced coins not current 
(2) No coin that is bent, mutilated or defaced, or 
that has been reduced in weight otherwise than by 
abrasion through ordinary use, shall pass current. 


(R.S., 1985, c. C-52, s.7, 1999, c. 4, s. 11) Well, she looked at the nickel, 

and she looked at me. 
How times have changed! Back in 1813 when our And she said, "Hey mister, you can plainly see. 
provinces were separate colonies, Charles 
Douglass Smith, PEl’s newly appointed Lieutenant- There's a hole in the nickel, 
Governor of Prince Edward Island had about a There’s a hole right through.” 
thousand Spanish-American silver dollars (8-reale Said |, “There’s a hole in the doughnut too! 
pieces) deliberately mutilated by punching out their Thanks for the doughnut, good-bye!” 
centres to address the scarcity of coinage, and so 
that the outer ring / holey dollar was one coin and [The Doughnut Shop (original), 


the centre disc / plug was another coin combining American Colonial Children’s Song, Robert “Bob” Merrill] 
the two equalled a value of six shillings (exceeding a — aS <a 

the unmutilated Spanish dollar valued at five shil- 
lings). These so-called “holey” dollars and their 
punched “plugs” were used as currency, and were 
overvalued by as much as 20% of their silver value 
to ensure they stayed on the island and did not get we 
spent abroad. Due to a rash of counterfeiting, the —_The ring nickel (separate varieties known as J-1724, J-1725, and J-1742) 
official issue was recalled 28 September 1814. was a United States pattern coin with a face value of five cents. It was 


The official holey dollars were counterstemped with Stuck In 1884 and gag ee cies hc leas Hair = 

. eer . . . i] fe ole an 
a ring consisting of ten triangles forming a kind of was struck in nickel, while the 1885 pattern had a round hole and was 
star or starburst with the pattern seen overlapping struck in silver. [Wikipedia: PCGS images.] 


the Spanish king’s forehead. | 


Australia’s “holey dollar” 
tradition is perhaps more 4% 
famous than Canada’s. This #% 
played out in New South |= 
Wales in 1812, again to 
address the problem of 
currency leaving the area 
“\ and creating a_ shortage. 
=| The Aussie holey dollars 
began being recalled in 
1822 and _ were _ finally 
demonetized in 1829, most 
having been melted down 
into bullion according to the NSW, AU 


PEI 
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National Museum of Australia. They state that around 300 holey dollars and just over 1,000 dumps exist today. 


Many other colonies, particularly in equatorial America, used counter-stamping or counter-marking of other coinage to 
achieve the same results. Sometimes these coins were punched so that the plug and host coin could both circulate, as 
in the colony of Demerara and Essequibo (now Guyana). In other places like Costa Rica, a hole was punched in the 
silver host coin as a means of paying for the counter-marking. Martinique, Guadeloupe, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 


and Trinidad and Tobago all had holed counter-marked coinage. 
[An old photograph of a 
Sichuanese man carrying 


13,500 cash coins. 1X: 
AII917E, tt BFF 


Apart from these “post mint” type holes, many ancient and 
modern mints have and continue to issue coins with centre 
holes. | have read several proposed explanations for this. One 


of the most common is so that money can be threaded onto a LGH13,500 HTK 
string for safe keeping, perhaps sewn into clothing or worn as a HB, We Lik, 
necklace. There is definitely some truth to this idea. Chinese DEAE EB LET TH 


HUSTLER by Sidney D. 
Gamble (1890-1968, 
Edelsilber, _Commons:- 
Wikimedia, Public 
Domain).] 


cash coins are the most famous example. The coins were some- 
times contemporary to Chinese knife and spade money, but 
generally they acted as a fiat currency against a given weight of 
silver. Cash coins were most often strung into strings of 1,000, 
equal to a silver “tael”. There are examples of 2-cash, 5-cash, 
and up to 1000-cash coins, but these were evidently not nearly 
as common as the single cash coin. As a result, larger transac- 
tions would be conducted with many strings of cash coins. 


It must be pointed out though that stringing these coins was probably a convenient side-effect of the square hole, not 
the purpose of the hole. Chinese cash coins were cast in moulds, and the resulting coins had rough edges that had to 
be filed off. The square hole meant that the coins could be stacked on a square rod that would not spin when they were 
filed off to a more smooth round shape. 


There are also anecdotes describing how Europeans would sew 
coins into their clothing before the advent of pockets, or to keep 
them from being lost if especially small in size but high in value. 
I’m a bit skeptical about this only because | would expect holes 
in coins to be much more widespread if this were true. | have 
counted about 50 different countries that have issued coins with 
holes at various times, most of these being modern issues. The 
majority of these countries issue one or only a few denomina- 
tions with central holes, but the hole is not present for all of the 
issues. This implies that the hole is there as a distinguishing 
feature, to help reduce confusion between two coins of other- 
wise similar size. In most countries it tends to be the lower-value 
coins that are made with holes. A notable exception is Viet 
Nam’s Nguyén dynasty (1802-1945) where many gold and silver 
coins have a central hole. 


[Viet Nam, 5 Tién - Thiéu Tri (1841-47) 
(Image: Heritage Auctions, HA.com)] 


Of the 50 countries with holes in coins, ten of them have issued only a single-holed coin type, and none of the countries 
issued all of their coin types at any one time with holes. Some examples are shown from my own collection. 


Pa 


Japan, 1980 5-yen and 1990 50-yen 
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EA, 1955 1-cent and 5-cents 


Magyar Népkéztarsasag (Hungarian People’s ‘ 
Philippines, 1993 5-sentimo 


Republic), 1973 2-fillér 


ee 


Fiji, 1959 penny BWA, 1942 Penny 
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Denmark, 1967 and 1983 25-or 


China, 1796-1820 1-cash 
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= Greece for instance had holed coins only for the 5-, 10- and 20-lepta denomi- 
nations in 1912 and again from 1954-1971. France, only the 5- and 
%\ 10-centimes from about the 1920s until just after the Second World War. 
se) Spain holed only the 25-centimos from 1927 to 1938, the 50-centimos from 


patterns in most countries. 


What about today? According to Numista, only five countries have circulating 
coins with holes still in use in 2023: Denmark (1-, 2- and 5-kroner), Japan 
\ (5- and 50-yen), Norway (1- and 5-kroner), Papua New Guinea (1-kina) and the 
~ \ Philippines (5-sentimo). Poland has a 2003 circulating commemorative 2-Ztote 
ye) With a hole, and Portugal a 2022 circulating commemorative 5-euro that is not 
s%/ 'egal tender in other Eurozone countries. It is surprising that more countries 
4 don’t strike at least one coin with a central hole, as this reportedly makes the 
holed denomination very easy to distinguish for the visually impaired. 


That said, if we look at the Non- 
Circulating Legal Tender (NCLT) §: 
coinage on offer around the world, |F= 
there are plenty of interesting items 
to consider. In 2017, Canada 
issued a 1.7 oz pure silver coin with 
a caribou-shaped hole. The Royal 
Australian Mint has released sever- 
al modern nods to the Holey Dollar 
discussed earlier including one 
in 2001 having an attractive seven- 
sided star-shaped hole and match- 
ing “dump” coin. Numista lists over 
150 NCLT items with holes, with 
more being released each year. 


: 2 
SOK 2S 


Belgium, 1927, 1943, 1947 10-centimes & 1938 25-centimes 


A final word on holes and coins: we occasionally see coins with holes that were deliberately drilled or punched, what we 
call “post-mint damage”. These may have been pierced to make jewelry, or possibly to use as a keepsake on a necklace 
or something similar. Every coin has a story to tell, and holed coins are no exception, maybe even being the ones with the 
most personal stories of all. And stories about donuts, naturally. 


SWCS Meeting Report 


by Mike Hollingshead, SWCS 1st VP 


The SWCS meeting held on Wednesday, June 7, 2023, with an 
attendance of 22 members and 1 guest (Amy Noble). Included in the 
members’ attendance total are two new members who decided to 
join after having attended our spring show and were guests at our 
May meeting. We are pleased to welcome Danny and Kathy Bolton of © 
Guelph, to our numismatic family. SWCS President Scott Douglas 
mentioned that SWCS Member Gary Fedora has much improved, and 
we look forward to see him somewhere down the road when he’s 
fully recovered and able to return to our meetings. We also applaud- - one “ 
ed Mike Hollingshead ahead of his 70‘ Birthday falling on Friday, Clockwise from the left: John Bowen, Danny and Kathy 
June 9th. No one piled on to sing, but here’s a Happy Birthday and _ Bolton. [Photo by David Carpenter.] 

Best Wishes Mikey! Mike shared, “Mary is taking me to Cuba for two 
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weeks, we’re leaving Friday morning. Looking forward to seeing how the crops are responding to the deluge of rains 
they're having now after the 6-month drought. I'll miss WCS this month but be back for the summer meetings, both WCS 
and SWCS.” Scott also mentioned some other birthdays. 


Members’ Attendance Draw: One of our newest members discovered the 
benefits of membership early! John Bowen’s name was plucked from the bin of 
members tags and he won the princely sum of $15 for his allegiance. Way to 
go John! Next month’s draw goes back to $5, and if not won increases to $10 
for the next meeting, and increases by another $5 each month until it’s won. 
Dan Kennaley sent an apology for missing this meeting, “Unfortunately, | won’t 
be able to make the June meeting as | will be fly fishing in Upper New York 
State. | have, however, enjoyed the meetings this year that | have been able to 
attend and | look forward to future meetings as well.” Speaking of fly-fishing, 
this is the official Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing (established in 2007) 
challenge coin. The obverse side features the PHWFF logo. The reverse side 
features the branches of the US Military. 


King Arthur's Treasure: One of our seasoned members was on deck and with a timely purchase of a ticket was the KAT 
winner with the equivalent of over 200 items worth of goodies! What a bargain and simple to enter the draw as you get a 
KAT ticket for $1 / or 5 numismatic items. You may buy as many tickets as you like, no limit on purchases! Congratula- 
tions to our pally Garry George on his win! 


a ee —- ~ 
Left to right: Garry George, Gord Parker, Scott Douglas, Peter Agombar. [Photos by David Carpenter.] 


Daytona Draw: Lots of participation in our Daytona Draw, likely due to the gold coin in one of the envelopes! Once again, 
one of our most seasoned members, Gord Parker, was the lucky ticket holder! Gord chose envelope #65 from those 
offered and bidding soared rapidly from $10 in $5 increments to a $45 bid by one of our newest members Peter Agom- 
bar. To many surprised members in attendance, Gord divined his choices, threw the oracle bones and accept the offer of 
$45 cash from Peter. Peter was rewarded with a prize pack of 3 RCM PL sets with a retail value of $35. Congratulations to 
Peter and Gord and good luck to next month’s ticket purchasers, as the GOLD will stay in the draw until its won! 


Educational Presentation: This was our annual Pizza Party, well no beer, but loads of yummy pizza from a great pizzeria in 
Acton with thin, crispy crusts and loads of pie toppings, gluten-free, vegan, non-vegan options too. By switching over this 
year to the private and independently-owned Acton Pizza & Family Coffee Shoppe, Scott saved substantially over the cost 
from previous years, and yet sourced a better quality product! Way to go! Thank you to our President Scott Douglas for 
providing the supper for all replete with plates and napkins. Also thanks to Linda and Ernie Blair for our coffee, pop and 
snacks. Again a big thank you to John Q Smith for boxes of yummy cookies that were dessert-worthy! 


During this party, Some members shared stories, and David Carpenter has summarized them here: 


Instead of holding our usual educational presentation, we asked our members to tell us about how they got into coin col- 
lecting, and to bring along the first piece they ever collected, or some other meaningful numismatic item. Kicking off the 
discussion was President Scott Douglas, who set the bar pretty high with news that he bought the St. Eligius Museum 
from its current curator Claude Proulx who is 90 years old. Scott didn't divulge what the first piece was that got him into 
numismatics, but we can forgive him because he's busy downsizing his collection, and reported that his recent sale went 
off "perfectly" and that he's not sad he sold those items. 
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The St. Eligius Numismatic Museum 
(“Museum”) was created and _ founded 
by Claude Proulx 35 years ago in Val-David, 
Quebec. Claude was knighted in France nearly 
40 years ago coming back to form the 
St. Eligius Brotherhood of Numismatists of 
Canada. In 1994, Claude inducted Scott E. 
Douglas as a knight, and on June 24, 2015, he 
dubbed Scott a Grand Knight and Chancellor 
working in collaboration with Claude to look 
after the organization which also has a branch 
in the USA. During the 1994 ceremony, the 
renowned Jerome “Jerry” Hosmer Remick Ill 
(1928-2005) placed the edge-serialized medal 
around Scott’s neck, and then in the 2015 


[These three St. Eligius photos are courtesy of St. Eligius 7 oy 
Knight, Judy Blackman.] ceremony Claude placed a second “special 


medal there. The Museum has a collection of 


several hundred medals, files, correspondence, 
dies, moulds, and numismatic ephemera from 
all over the world. 


John Q Smith joined the discussion with Scott about the few known 1911 Canadian silver dollars, one of which was traded 
to the Bank of Canada's collection. John told us that some ten years ago an unnamed dealer showed him a copper 2011 
Sir Robert Laird Borden (Canada’s 8th Prime Minister 1911-1920) $100 note printing plate. 


[Source: Bank of Canada] In November 2021, after 60 years in private collections, the most prestigious of Canadian 
coins, the “Emperor” (also referred to a “Graceless” because they are missing the reference to “GOD”), came back to Can- 
ada. The 1911 silver dollar now has a permanent home in the National Currency Collection of the Bank of Canada Muse- 
um. In 1910 the first sign of a Canadian silver dollar appeared in Canadian legislation. For years, Members of Parliament 
(MPs) from British Columbia had petitioned the Dominion government to include the production of a silver dollar in 
the Currency Act. Those demands were largely ignored; in Eastern Canada, bills were generally preferred to large coins. 
But when Canada opened its own mint in 1908, it was then able to appease the people of the West. Finance Minister Wil- 
liam S. Fielding was the main overseer of Canadian currency legislation. He also had jurisdiction over the Ottawa branch 
of the Royal Canadian Mint and was not in favour of a silver dollar. The government made an amendment to the Currency 
Act (Bill 195) requiring Canadian gold coins to match the size of American gold coinage rather than that of the British sov- 
ereign. During the debates over that bill, Mr. Fielding first mentioned the inclusion of a large-format silver coin valued at 
one dollar for circulation in Canada. And so, Bill 195 included a requirement for a Canadian silver dollar. On May 4, 1910, 
Bill 195 was passed into law. The government gave the green light to order the production tools and equipment required 
to strike silver dollars. The Ottawa branch of the Royal Mint did not have a coin press for large coins, and the main branch 
in London, England still produced the dies (the metal forms that strike the patterns on coins). So on November 10, 1910, 
Dr. James Bonar, Deputy Master of the Royal Mint in Ottawa, ordered master dies for the new dollar. However, die produc- 
tion in London fell way behind schedule, and delivery was delayed for almost a year. Little did anyone know that a change 
in Canadian government would seal the fate of the coin before it was even made. In any new government, policies get re- 
versed and new programs are cancelled. And with the election of Sir Robert Borden’s unionist government on October 10, 
1911, one of the first orders of business was to scrap production of the silver dollar. 


An official reason why the Borden government cancelled production has yet to be discovered. But in a letter to Evelyn Cec- 
il, MP, Deputy Master Bonar appears to associate it with the removal of the reference to God (Dei Gratia) from Canada’s 
coins. This was causing quite a stir among Canadians at the time. Unlike other historic coins that were produced in the 
thousands only to be relegated to the melting bin, the 1911 dollar was not made at all. The Ottawa branch of the Mint 
shelved the master dies and would not use them until the production of the 1936 silver dollar. It was later discovered that 
the Mint in London had made three trial strikes, or test Samples. Two were in silver and one in lead. They have since been 
catalogued as pattern coins, which are unique and not intended for circulation. The story of these three legendary coins is 
every bit as intriguing as the story behind the production of the coin itself. The Royal Mint Museum in the United Kingdom 
owns one silver pattern of the 1911 dollar which it has loaned to the Bank of Canada since 1976. The coin has been 
prominently displayed in the Bank of Canada Museum (formerly the Currency Museum) since 1980. 
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The discovery of the lead pattern coin was completely accidental. Likely the lead pattern was in the shipment of the 
master dies that came to Canada in 1911. For some reason, the dies wound up in the offices of the Department of 
Finance. When its offices were moved from Parliament Hill in 1977, the lead pattern was discovered in a drawer. The coin 
moved to the National Currency Collection of the Bank of Canada that same year. 


The elusive second silver pattern has changed hands over the decades since its first public appearance in 1960. No one 
is sure how the piece got out of the Royal Mint in London. Some speculate that an official at the Mint sold it to King 
Farouk of Egypt in the 1920s. When the King was deposed in 1952, his entire coin collection was sold, including the silver 
dollar. However, a more plausible story is that it had belonged to the family of Deputy Mint Master William Frey Ellison- 
McCartney. In 1960, the McCartney family sold the coin to a British coin dealer, Blair A. Seaby. Seaby displayed it for the 
first time ever at the annual convention of the Canadian Numismatic Association (now RCNA) held in Sherbrooke in 1960. 
A week later, Seaby displayed the coin at the American Numismatic Association convention in Boston. It did not sell at 
either convention, and he returned to England, coin in hand. It is believed the coin’s moniker, “Emperor of Canadian 
Coins,” dates back to 1976 in Toronto, when Frank Rose auctioned the 1911 dollar as part of the famous John L. McKay- 
Clements collection. It was the first offering of the coin since its public appearance in 1960. Following the McKay- 
Clements sale, the silver pattern coin changed hands on several occasions. A prominent collector from Calgary, George H. 
Cook, bought it in 2003 at the public sale of the Syd and Alicia Belzberg collection. Mr. Cook held onto the coin for nearly 
two decades until he passed away in 2018, and his collection was auctioned in the United States. A prominent Canadian 
numismatic dealer acquired the coin and offered it to the Bank of Canada Museum to ensure that Canada’s most 
important coin remains within Canada’s public cultural sphere. Quite a journey for such a small object. Finally in public 
hands, the 1911 silver dollar pattern is now part of the National Currency Collection where it joins its silver and lead 
counterparts. For the first time since their minting, all three coins are together and will be on display in the Museum's 
permanent galleries. 


Peter Agombar shared an odd coin he got in his change at a drive-thru. It appears to be a toonie 
on one side and a loonie on the other, both sides being un-dated. It was passed around and 
there was a great deal of speculation as to how it was made, the general consensus being that 
was a clever post-mint fabrication. Editor’s Note: This coin comes from The Magic Shoppe and 
sells for $49.95, it’s referred to as Roy Kueppers World of Magic Copper / Silver (Toonie / Loon- 
ie) coin. 


_ — John Bowen brought two Canadian banknotes including a Bc-45a 1967 Centennial $4 
_ with the red serial number 1867 1967 (there are two other varieties of this note, one 
with a regular series and serial number, and one with no serial number), a 1986 Birds of 


= green Bank of Brantford [Photos by David Carpenter]. John's collecting interests began in 
1968 in the Cayman Isles while running a business and noticing many circulating coins 
were worn Victorians that had never left the island. The first coin John's purchased was a 
sovereign for his son's collection, and these days handles coin donations for the Fergus 
Hospital's Thrift Store. 


Guest Amy Noble started collecting the 1992 Provincial 25-cent coins when she was 
» young. 


/ Helen Braun brought in a Bc-29b Bank of Canada 1954 dollar (Bouey / Rasminsky) her 
husband used to carry around with him that had the excellent serial number 7000007, 
and she showed a small compact United States Federal Reserve System bale of $3,000 
in surprisingly heavy shredded US currency. In 2010 you could get a 5 Ib bale (about a 
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third taller than this one) of shredded US Currency containing approx. $10,000 for $45US. 
These bales have no monetary value and are sold a gag and party gifts, and classified as numis- 
matic eupherma. 


Perhaps Helen’s husband didn’t realize how 
important this $1 “radar” note is. The serial 
number can be read in one way or the other, 
with the same number as the result. A radar is 
also called palindrome or mirror. There 4 
kinds of radar banknotes: single digit radars 
(also known as solid), 2 digits radar, 3 digits 
radar and 4 digits radar. There are also as- 
cending and descending radar notes. Even in 
this condition, this 7000007 note is worth at 
least $10. [Photos by David Carpenter.] 


A 
KS 
~ 
;: 
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< Rose Van Sickle brought in her Montreal Olympic silver set that she collected piece-by-piece 
from the bank as the items were released. This was her first coin collection. [Photo by David 
Carpenter. ] 


David Carpenter spoke about an American 1885-0 Morgan dollar that his "uncle Don" got out of 
a slot machine in Las Vegas years ago that was given to his mother, and then to him. The New 
Orleans Mint struck over 9 million Morgan Dollars in 1885. However, many of those did not 
circulate, but instead sat in Treasury vaults until the 1960s. Many uncirculated bags were 
released in the 1960s, making this issue one of the most common in high grade. In fact, NGC 
has graded over 30,000 examples in gem or higher! However, even a Good grade sells for 
$35USD, and an AU-55 goes for $60. Rose asked David what his first coin was, and that was a 


Portuguese 20-centavos his grandmother gave him as a child. 

Mike Hollingshead told us a story about his dad who was "more of an 

accumulator than a collector", and who had a lot of tombac 5-cent j 

coins. There are two varieties of George VI tombac coins (88% copper / 

12% zinc), the 1942 12-sided Beaver, and the 1943-1944 12-sided 

Victory. The neighbour who lived behind them was a coin dealer and 

became known as "uncle Mike" to our Mikey. His dad then got [Left photo from Numista, 

interested in coins, and during the late-1960s when silver was being right from Heritage Auction HA.com] 
withdrawn from circulation, Mike's dad had bushel baskets of silver 

pieces in the basement. He became President of the ONA and was involved in six or seven clubs, and his main collecting 
interests were gold and love tokens. Mike was naturally inspired and got interested in coins as well. Mike's uncle Mike 
started running his business out of his house, raising suspicions of the neighbours that some illicit off-track betting was 
taking place. When a detective was called, they could find no betting money and only some guys playing rummy on a card 
table with milk and pop crates for chairs, so the charges were dropped! Uncle Mike's coin dealer slogan had been “square 
deals on round coins”. 


Member Paul Thomson who drove from Hillsburgh showed us some 5-cent coins that he's been collecting since he was a 
child, including one with a odd sun-shaped stamp that might be deliberate post-mint-damage, but the beaver on the 
reverse is not damaged other than being formed into a depression. There was a lot of speculation about how that came 
about, and Paul was inspired to try to duplicate the effect. 


ZV) Long-time members, Gerry Cooper and his spouse Diane Yahiro who came down from Hanover, as they 
fe, Ws Z on have the past few months. Diane is looking for colorized Bugs Bunny and Woody Woodpecker (or a nature 
p02 %_ © ~woodpecker) coins. She found some at CAC, but Diane is still looking for some specific ones for her collec- 
“gy tion. The couple having joined in 1999, has been part of our numismatic family now, closing in on 25 
2 years! 
SF 


Scott Douglas then showed us his St. Eligius bronze medal, which was awarded to him, not acquired by him. He also 
showed us his and Jim Charlton's gold JD Ferguson medals, the former gold-plated and the latter solid gold. Scott finished 
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off by showing us his large crown-sized Ontario 25-cent replica that is like the one John showed us last week, and one of 
only these two that we know of so far. 


rs PF fee ioechaa'he 


osuwiead Ontario crown-sized replica 
PCUTER, DOUGLAS ree 
~ 2018 y 


[Photo by David Carpenter.] 


” 


There is some confusion around this medal. Folks, should understand that although this is the highest numismatic honour 
in Canada, it is not a RCNA award, and the recipient is not determined by the RCNA nor by the J. Douglas Ferguson 
Historical Research Foundation (JDFHRF). The J. Douglas Ferguson Award was established in 1969 and sponsored by Mr. 
Ferguson who, at the time, was Honorary President of the RCNA. This annual award is presented to the living numismatist 
who has greatly contributed to the advancement of numismatics in Canada by research, writing, publishing, or other 
means — and who has not previously won the award. Mr. Ferguson set up an independent Board of Award (“Board”) with 
RCNA representation for the award administration. He made the selections for the 1969 and 1970 winners and 
determined that the Board would choose the future winners from nominations made by RCNA members. Each year’s 
winner for this separately sponsored award is announced during that RCNA Convention. 


We hope more members will share their 
interesting stories about collecting, and 
the curious items they find during our 
August meeting. But stayed tuned for our 
July meeting as we have a well-known, 
very accomplished coin designer (Laurie 
McGaw) coming to speak to our group! 


If you have an idea for an article or an arti- 
cle itself, please submit it for the newslet- 
ter. If you want to discuss your idea, @ 
please reach out to me 
(david@manicfan.com). 


[Pizza Party photos 


Thank you David Carpenter for this fun 
by David Carpenter_] 


and interesting story summary! 


Auction: Auction Coordinator, Lowell Wierstra, amazed us all with a blockbuster auction! Thanks for David Carpenter for 
the running of lots and money, and to Mike Hollingshead for hammering down all the lots! Congratulations to the success- 
ful bidders, and we look forward to July’s auction. You can find the line-up in this newsletter of similarly good items worth 
of bids. If you wish to consign for future auction, please call Lowell Wierstra at 519-824-6534. 


THANK YOU! WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS! Thanks go out to ALL our volunteers, especially those who help to set up the 
room and clean up after the meeting. 
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SWCS Education Schedule 


It doesn’t need to be fancy, you can just come and speak and hold up items in reference to your topic. Please reach out to 
Scott and sign up for one of the open 2023 dates below: 


e July 5: David Carpenter arranged for his friend, Laurie McGaw, a local Guelph ae 
artist who since her first coin in 2002 to present, has designed several dozen 
Canadian coin reverses 


e August 2: Show and Tell / Recent Acquisition as members are asked to bring a 
piece or pieces from their collections and tell us about them. Similar to how 
much fun our November 2022 meeting was when five members shared! 


e 2023-September 6, October 4, November 1, and December 6: Calling for 
volunteers to talk on a topic. With us unable to hold combined In Person / Senior Engraver Christie Paquet (left) and 
Zoom meetings, our access to the remote speakers we had during the artist Laurie McGaw (right) at the 2016 


pandemic, no longer exists. We need more members and guests to come UMvelling of Canada’s 100" Anniversary 
forward of Women’s Right To Vote loonie. 


The Token of Daniel J. Kenny 


by Scott E. Douglas, FRCNA, FONA, FCNRS, GKStE-Cda/USA 


Daniel James Kenny was born in Blanshard, Ontario on January 24, 1855. Kenny started 
his working life as a brakeman and then was a conductor working out of Stratford. In 
1889 Kenny began a new career as a hotel-keeper and for almost 20 years was the 
proprietor at four different establishments first in Owen Sound (1889-1892) then Glen 
Eden (1893-1895), Mount Forest (1896-1898) and finally Guelph from (May 1898- 


1906). ———— S 
FOR SALE OR TO RENT — GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL GOOD FOR / 5c / DJ. KENNEY / DRINK 
Good opportunity for good man; excellent reasons for selling. 5 
Apply D. J. KENNY. Owen Sound McColl 1196 
Bowman 768-E 
Ad in the Toronto Mail - April 20, 1892 LeRoux 1060 
Rarity 4/7 
B-R-24 


In 1889 Kenny was the proprietor of the Grand Central Hotel in Owen Sound. Three years later the Grand was up for sale. 
The token was used by Kenny during his time in Owen Sound as is explained in a letter dated April 9, 1890, from W.R. 
McColl to R.W. McLachlan. 


R McLachlan — Montreal Owen Sound Apr. 9/90 \[<— Letter is courtesy of Warren Baker.] 


My Dear Sir 
Re Kenney check I have made inquiries about it and find 
that he was in business here (Hotel) some years ago and then left and 
went to the States. He had the checks made on the other side and now 
has come back again to Owen Sound and is again in business at the old 
stand. So, from that I would not think it was made especially for here 
although he was and still is a Canadian doing business here and likely 
to continue to do SO.......... 
Yours Respectfully 
W.R. McColl 


Around 1907 Kenny moved his family away from the hotel business to London Ontario where he went back to his other 
career(S) aS a brakeman and a conductor for the Grand Trunk Railway. At the age of 59 he became the general manager 
at Canadian Concrete Products Ltd in London. In 1921 Kenny tried his hand at selling insurance for Northern Life 
Assurance Co. in London. Daniel Kenny was still an agent for Northern Life when he died in 1928 at the age of 73. D.J. 
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Kenny is buried in St. Peters Cemetery in London, 
~ | Ontario. 


ae) sa bDotel SG The Kenny name is sometimes spelled Kenney on 
documents. Even the token is spelled ‘Kenney’ 
— 


but birth records and census records used Kenny. 


MARKET “SQUARE Directories listed both versions over the years. 
D. J. KENNY, Prop. Close to G. T, R. Station, GUELPH. 
First-class accommodation for the traveling public, Rates. $1.50 to $32 per day. McColl’s letter explains the American style of the 
= —_—_—_———— === token. The fact that the token does not have the name 
Kenny was proprietor of the Royal Hotel from 1898 to 1906 of a hotel on it means it is possible Kenny used the 


token in any or all of the hotels he ran from 1889 to 
1907. Certainly from 1889 to 1895 Kenny would have 
been well known in Owen Sound and Glen Eden. The 
token most often displays light wear. 


NNP Offers Multi-Spectral Imaging 


[NNP Press Release] 


Newman Numismatic Portal (NNP) Project Coordinator, Len Augsburger (leonard.augsburger@wustl.edu), has offered 
interested researchers access to the Washington University (St. Louis) Multi-Spectral Imaging technology allowing for the 
recovery of obscured or illegible text in historical documents, which are scanned under lighting of varying wavelengths. 
Open access software (Hoku) is used to analyze the captured data. For more information, contact Len. 


Reyes Million-Penny Hoard 


Canadian (Ontario) realtor (Inland Empire), Jonn Reyes (and his wife), 
has over a million US pennies found in his father-in-law’s (Fritz) LA, 
California home last year. The pennies are in a combination of crates, 
boxes, dozens of bank bags (many are from banks no longer operating, 
and each bag weighs several pounds), and even rolled up in paper 
towels. Several US banks were contacted but none would take them 
citing not enough room in the bank vaults. They are now sorting through 
the pennies in search of rarities. Reyes has the coins listed on OfferUp 
asking for $25,000. They are not willing to try and split them up, or to 
melt them for copper value. If you have the means, Reyes are listening 
to offers, but all offers make the buyer responsible for transportation. 
Editor’s Update: the hoard has been sold; however, the OfferUp listing 
does not disclose how much they were sold for or who the buyer was. 


Gold News 


4 Golt Si ot [TD Press Release May 25, 2023] SILVER ‘WALKS UP TO:GOLD 
| SIN'ABAR)AND SAYS 


og 


new highs earlier this month. Greg Barnes, Head of liggg \* 
Mining Equity Research at TD Securities, told Greg 
Bonnell why he thinks the trend for the precious 
| metal is still pointing higher. 


_ Sg 
| a ned | The price of gold has eased recently, after reaching 


Editors Note: June 23, 2023, gold was Fy 
$1,936.80USD ($2,553.09CAD) a troy ounce. 7 > 


“AU, GET OUTTA HERE!” 


go CHEMISTRY 


we 


‘Ausome! 
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SWCS AUCTION LIST FOR JULY 5, 2023 


cca ea nie 
BID 
[Canada 19itsiverhaifdonarvG——SSCS*~*~d~=C SOO | Sao || 
[Canada 1919 sitvernaifdolarF12 SSS =«880000 | szoo || 
[Canada 1937 siverhalfdollarEF40 «|= 825.00 | Sazoo | | 
[Canada 1938 silvernalfdolarEF20———SS«|~ 825.00 | saz00 || 
[Canada 1939 siverhalfdollareF40_ «|= 85.00 | sazoo | | 
Canada 1940 silver half dollar EF 40 _ $1600 $1100; | | 
[Canada 194i siverhalfdollarera0———SSSSSSS«d|= 8600 | Saz00 | | 
[Canada 1942 silverhaifdoliareF40——SSSSSS«|«S $600 | Sazoo || 


Canada 1043 silver haif dollar EFAO si6.00_[siz0o0 [i 


Canada 1944 silver half dollar AU 
Canada 1945 silver half dollar AU ij 

Canada 1946 silver half dollar AU a 

Canada 1947 silver half dollar AU 

Canada 1949 silver half dollar AU 


Canada 1950 silver half dollar AU \\\)o | siz.00[saz00 [ 
Canada 1951 silver half dollar AU { | $15.00 | $1100 {| | | 
Canada 1952 silver half dollar AU [sis00 [sizoo fT 
[Canada 1980 coin set in woodbox——SSS~CSC‘ SS SOO | 
[Canada 1993 Mint set sealed boxproof___—=—~S~«d =i | Savoo ff 
[Canada 1992 Mint double dollar York to Kingston Stage | $33.25 | $i7.00 | |_| 
[Canada 1989 sixcoins meeliophanePL_——SS*| = 8BSO | $500 | | 
[Canada 1988 sixooins cellophane PL_——~=SCS~*~*~d*~C*SO | $500 |] 
s8 

[Canada 1970 coin set with MB commerative dollar | $5.75 


Canada 1967 special centennial coin set 
Canada 2006 PL set seven coins 
Mexico four bank notes and 10 coins 
Columbia three bank notes and 5 coins 
Barbados two bank notes and 18 coins 
Lots to consign for auction, call Lowell Wierstra @ 519-824-6534 


Wishing All of You a Happy Canada’s Day! 


On behalf of our Executive Team, 
we wish all SWCS Members and € HAPPY / 
our Guests, a fabulous, fun-filled , ®s C 
Canada’s Birthday! € 
Canada Day is a global holiday which is 
celebrated by Canadians all over the 
world, Wishing a beautiful and 
wonderful Happy Canada day to you | 
and your family. 4 


< The RCM has issued this 6-coin * 
2023 “Mosaic” set celebrating 
Canada’s Birthday! 
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